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In emergency situations, the NIH’s immediate concern is for the health and safety of people and animals in
the programs we oversee. We are also deeply concerned about the health of the biomedical enterprise in
the affected area, and we are committed to working with researchers and institutions to do all that we can
to ensure that NIH-funded research continues.

This website is intended to be a resource for the entire biomedical research community. Look here for NIH
Guide Notices and other information of particular relevance to investigators and their institutions, links to
web pages listing NIH’s response to certain major events (past and present); and links to similar web sites
from other Federal agencies.
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Presentation Notes
In emergency situations, the NIH’s immediate concern is for the health and safety of people (both research participants and the research staff) and animals in the programs we oversee. We are also deeply concerned about the health of the biomedical enterprise in the affected area, and we are committed to working with researchers and institutions to do all that we can to ensure that NIH-funded research continues.
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Potential NIH Responses to Natural Disasters

Assistance to the NIH community during natural disasters is handled on a case-by-case basis in a manner
appropriate to the circumstances.

A primary concern of NIH applicants is how to handle when an institution is closed due to natural disaster or other
emergency situation. In these cases it is not necessary to get permission in advance for delays in grant application
submissions. Instead, applications submitted late must include a cover letter indicating the reasons for the delay.
The delay should not exceed the time period that the applicant organization is closed. Although NIH will often
issue a Guide Notice reminding applicants of this policy during times of major emergencies, this policy will also
apply to emergencies of a more limited or local nature not discussed in a separate NIH Guide Notice.

For major disasters impacting many institutions, NIH will coordinate with other Federal agencies (such as HHS,
FEMA and OMB), as well as with state, local, and institutional representatives, to develop any additional
response. NIH will consider such issues as whether a Federal Disaster is declared; the severity of damage
inflicted; the length of time an institution may be required to close or that is reguired for recovery; the impact on
investigators, human research subjects, and animal subjects; and the overall impact on the community. A list of
possible actions NIH may take are listed below. Please note that these steps are not automatic but will be
announced as appropriate on this web page and in the NIH Guide for Grants and Contracts.

* Permitting the limited expenditure of award funds, in accordance with grantee policy, to continue paying
salaries and fringe benefits to researchers under unexpected or extraordinary circumstances.

* Assisting with animal welfare issues.

¢ Waiving certain prior approval requirements.

* Providing extensions of time for financial and other reporting.

* Publishing opportunities for funded extensions and/or one-time administrative supplements to current
awards targeted at institutions in particularly impacted areas.

National Institutes of Health
Office of Extramural Research
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NIH Guidance is extensive.  If you have a web-connected device, you can usually find the answers you need without even making a phone call to your Program Director or Grants Manager Officer.


NIH Emergency Contact Information

* Foradvice and guidance from the Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare regarding any animal evacuation,

animal health, animal housing, IACUC activities, or occupational health and safety concerns please e-mail
OLAW@od.nih.gov or call 301-496-7163.

* Forassistance from NIH regarding any grant administration issues please e-mail GrantsPolicy@od.nih.gov

or call the Division of Grants Policy at 301-435-0949.

NIH Responses to Recent Events

Reminder: NIH Natural Disaster Policy - Hurricane Laura

Reminder: NIH Natural Disaster Policy - Hurricane Isaias, Derecho

Flexibilities Available to Applicants and Recipients of Federal Financial Assistance Affected by COVID-19
(3/12/2020)

General Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) - Proposal Submission and Award Management Related to
COVID-19 (3/10/2020)

MIH LATE APPLICATION POLICY Due to Public Health Emergency for United States for 2019 Novel
Coronavirus (COVID-19) (3/10/2020)

Reminder - NIH Natural Disaster Policy - Hurricane Dorian (9/11/2019)

Reminder: NIH Natural Disaster Policy - Hurricane Michael (10/22/2018)

Reminder - NIH Natural Disaster Policy - Hurricane Florence (3/13/2018)

Additional Short-Term Administrative Relief to Institutions Impacted by Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and
Maria (12/12/2017)

Hurricane Recovery Outreach Call Summary (12/11/2017)

Application and Report Submission Flexibilities Available to Institutions Impacted by Hurricane Maria

National Institutes of Health
Office of Extramural Research

Available to
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(10/3/2017)

Reminder: NIH
Natural Disaster
Policy -
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(9/14/2017)

Notice of
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Available to
Institutions
Impacted by
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Harvey
(9/11/2017)

Reminder: NIH
Natural Disaster
Policy -
Hurricane

Harvey
(8/28/2017)
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We even have a short list of Emergency Contact email and phone contact information. 


CORONAVIRUS DISEASE 2019 (COVID-19)

Information for Applicants and Recipients

Stay Up
to Date

* This 1s a rapidly evolving situation

* NIH has standard application & grant policies &
practices m response to natural disasters

Visit our page and check back often for updates!
https://grants.nih.gov/policy/natural-disasters/corona-virus.htm
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For more details on NIH’s response to the impacts of COVID-19 see our “NIH COVID-19-Info-for-Applicants-Recipients” presentation in this CNS booth.

https://grants.nih.gov/policy/natural-disasters.htm
https://grants.nih.gov/policy/natural-disasters/corona-virus.htm

COVID-19 Research and NICHD

Since the beginning of the COVID-19
pandemic, NICHD has worked to
understand the effects of the virus among
populations central to the NICHD mission,
including pregnant and postpartum
women, children and adolescents, people
with intellectual and developmental
disabilities, and people with physical
disabilities or maobility impairments.

The institute has generated research
proposals and projects; collaborated with
other NIH institutes, centers, and offices
(ICOs) and federal agencies; and initiated
studies to help build a research base on
SARS-CoV-2 virus.

NICHD also continues to advocate for the
inclusion of its key populations in major
trans-NIH programs, including the Rapid

If you are looking for information
about COVID-19 symptoms,
diagnoses, and treatments, visit
https://www.coronavirus.gov/.

Terms to know:

« COVID-19: coronavirus disease

» SARS-CoV-2: severe acute
respiratory syndrome
coronavirus 2; the virus that
causes COVID-19

* MIS-C: multisystem inflammatory
syndrome in children; a condition
that may result from previous
exposure to SARS5-CoV-2

Research

Research at NICHD

Research Funded by NICHD

Supported Networks & Initiatives

Datasets & Research Resources

Scientific Meetings and Events

Intramural Investigators

Acceleration of Diagnostics (RADx) initiative, the Accelerating COVID-19 Therapeutic
Interventions and Vaccines (ACTIV) Initiative, and other projects.

For more on NICHD's response to COVID-19, read the Director's Corner blog post,

Responding to COVID-19.

m National Institutes of Health
Office of Extramural Research

NICHD News and Features

Release: NIH-funded study to evaluate
drugs prescribed to children with
COVID-19

Release: NIH-funded project seeks to
identify children at risk for MIS-C

Media Advisory: NIH-funded study to
investigate pregnancy outcomes
resulting from the COVID-19
pandemic
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NICHD also continues to advocate for the inclusion of its key populations in major trans-NIH programs, including the Rapid Acceleration of Diagnostics (RADx) initiative, the Accelerating COVID-19 Therapeutic Interventions and Vaccines (ACTIV) Initiative, and other projects.


NIH Newsworthy Ongoing Projects (selected)

* NIH BRAIN Initiative ( https://braininitiative.nih.gov/ )

* NIH Neuroscience Blueprint Infant & Toddler Toolbox
- 5 yr. Contract awarded Sept 2019 to Northwestern University (Pl: R. Gershon)

+ 1-42 months old, normed assessment of cognition, language, socioemaotional,
and self -regulation development via a new iPad app

* Measurements of assessed areas correspond to 3 -85 yrs. NIH Toolbox
assessments

* NIH Neuroscience Blueprint Toolbox
« Contract awarded to move existing NIH Toolbox to “cellphone mobile ” platform
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NIH has many exciting projects that are continuing to move forward despite the corona virus pandemic.  Here are just a few of the projects NICHD is actively engaged in.  Some of these projects, such as the NIH BRAIN Initiative, include new funding opportunities (FOAs or NOSIs), so we  strongly encourage you to be checking regularly the NIH Guide to Grants and Contracts. Please note that ongoing contracts, like the NIH Neuroscience Blueprint Infant & Toddler Toolbox (aka the NIH Baby Toolbox) and the NIH Neuroscience Toolbox are ongoing (previously awarded) contracts, so extramural investigators have no current FOAs related to these, but nevertheless will be interested to see what new tools are in the works for investigator use. 
 

https://braininitiative.nih.gov/

NIH News (Selected)

* NIH Updated Application Forms F ( NOT-OD-20-026)

* NIH requires the use of application packages with a Competition ID of ‘FORMSF
for due dates on or after May 25, 2020 . Applications prepared using “FORMS-E”
application packages for due dates on or after May 25,2020 willnot be reviewed.

* Grants Administration Take 10: NIH FORMS-F Application Forms Update VIDEO
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gxwua8Uy84A)

* NICHD 2020 Strategic Plan
* https://www.nichd.nih.gov/sites/default/files/2019-09/NICHD _Strategic_Plan.pdf

* NICHD new Mission Statement

* https://www.nih.gov/about-nih/what-we-do/nih-almanac/eunice-kennedy-shriver-
national-mstitute-child-health-human-development-nichd
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Please note that NIH requires the use of application packages with a Competition ID of ‘FORMS-F’ for due dates on or after May 25, 2020. Applications prepared using “FORMS-E” application packages for due dates on or after May 25, 2020 will not be reviewed.
NICHD is pleased to announce our new Strategic Plan and Mission Statement; please look to these to help you identify our latest “high priority” areas for research funding.  It is important to note that the limited scope of priorities in the NICHD Strategic Plan do not reflect the full breadth of actual research areas that are priorities that NICHD funds.  Please speak with your Program Officer if you have questions about research fit to NICHD.  Likewise, if you have questions about “fit” to any one of NIH’s Institutes, we encourage you to speak to the Program Officer responsible for the broader area where your proposal might fit.

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-20-026.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qxwua8Uy84A
https://www.nichd.nih.gov/sites/default/files/2019-09/NICHD_Strategic_Plan.pdf
https://www.nih.gov/about-nih/what-we-do/nih-almanac/eunice-kennedy-shriver-national-institute-child-health-human-development-nichd

NICHD Strategic Plan: Overview

* Guides NICHD’s research activities for the next

> years NICHD

» Supports NICHD ’s new mission and vision SHetege Ban 200
ealthy pregnancies.
Statements Healthy children.

Healthy and optimal lives.

* Addresses 5 broad research themes and cross -
cutting topics, such as global health

« Lays out NICHD research goals and objectives
as well as aspirational goals to drive future
activities

» Reaffirms NICHD’s commitment to research
aimed at improving the health and well -being
of women, children, and people with disabilities

* Available at:
https://www.nichd.nih.gov/about/org/strategicp
lan.
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NICHD is pleased to announce our new Strategic Plan and Mission Statement; please look to these to help you identify our latest “high priority” areas for research funding.
The plan proposes key scientific and public health priorities to advance research, methods to enhance scientific stewardship, and goals to support innovation in management practices and accountability. 
The plan also identifies areas in which NICHD can lead, partner and collaborate, and invest in training and infrastructure.
NICHD will provide updates on its progress on these research priorities and on efforts to improve scientific stewardship, management, and accountability of resources. 



https://www.nichd.nih.gov/about/org/strategicplan

NICHD Strategic Plan:
Revised Mission and Vision Statements

« Mission : NICHD leads research
and training to understand
human development, improve
reproductive health, enhance
the lives of children and
adolescents, and optimize
abilities for all.

* Vision: Healthy pregnancies.
Healthy children. Healthy and
optimal lives.
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NICHD also revised its mission and vision statements during the strategic planning process to help distill the goals and aspirations of its work. 
It is important to note that the limited scope of priorities in the NICHD Strategic Plan do not reflect the full breadth of actual research areas that are priorities that NICHD funds.  Please speak with your Program Officer if you have questions about research fit to NICHD.  Likewise, if you have questions about “fit” to any one of NIH’s Institutes, we encourage you to speak to the Program Officer responsible for the broader area where your proposal might fit.



Selected New Funding Opportunities

FOA/Notice

Notice of Special Interest: Small Grants for
Secondary Analyses of Existing Data Sets and Stored
Biospecimens

Activity

Release Date Code

Number

NOT-HD-20-022 Oct 1,2020 RO3

Notice of Special Interest (NOSI) Research on
Rehabilitation Needs Associated with the COVID
Pandemic

RO1, RO3,

NOT-HD-20-031 Sep 29,2020 R21

Notice of Special Interest: Innovative Technologies
o Improve Assessments, Interventions, and
Outcomes for Individuals with Intellectual and
Developmental Disabilities (R43/R44)

NOT-HD-20-025 Sep 11,2020 R43/R44

Notice of Special Interest: Optimizing Precision
Treatment of Gynecologic, Reproductive and
Obstetrical Outcomes in Adolescents and Adults
with PCOS and Associated Comorbid Conditions
(Clinical Trial Optional)

NOT-HD-20-026 Sep 1,2020 ROI,RO3

Notice of Special Interest (NOSI): Obesity Policy
Evaluation Research (R01 Clinical Trial Not Allowed)

NOT-DK-20-035 Jul 13,2020 RO1

(p1/2)
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The next 2 slides are selected new FOAs and Notices of interest to NICHD supported developmental psychobiology investigators.  I won’t discuss all these funding opportunities, but I want to bring a few of them to your attention.  The 1st Notice (NOT-HD-20-022) highlights NICHD’s interest in maximizing the science value of already collected and stored data sets and biospecimens. Research studies often produce data and/or specimens with utility beyond the hypotheses and questions the original research projects were designed to address.
The 3rd notice listed here (NOT-HD-20-025) carries an activity code (R43/R44 or SBIR) that most of you are unfamiliar with because you probably work at an academic institution.  It seeks small business applicants, who often collaborate with academic partners to develop and “prove” a product and bring it to commercial market. This Notice solicits small businesses that specifically aim at developing or building upon existing technological tools to improve assessments, interventions, and outcomes for children and individuals with intellectual, developmental and physical disabilities. Although there have been enormous advances in technologies that were not created for health-related purposes, but that have potential applicability to health assessments and interventions, including mobile device applications (“apps”) and social media platforms, most were originally developed for use in adults with typical cognitive and motor function. As a result, there is a paucity of valid and reliable technological tools for individuals with intellectual, developmental (IDD) and physical disabilities.


Selected New Funding Opportunities

FOA/Notice

BRAIN Initiative Fellows: Ruth L.  Kirschstein National
Research Service Award (NRSA) Individual Postdoctoral
Fellowship (F32)

Number

RFA-MH-20-620

Release
Date

Activity
Code

Sep 25,2020 F32

BRAIN Initiative: Pilot resources for brain cell type -
specific access and manipulation across vertebrate
species (U01 Clinical Trial Not Allowed)

RFA-MH-20-556

Sep 17,2020 UO1

Notice of Special Interest: Innovative Technologies to
Improve Assessments, Interventions, and Outcomes for
Individuals with Intellectual and Developmental
Disabilities (R43/R44)

NOT-HD-20-025

Sep 11,2020 R43/R44

Notice of Change to the Eligibility of Principal
Investigators in PAR -20-042 : NCMRR Early Career
Research Award (R0O3 Clinical Trial Optional

NOT-HD-20-030

Sep 2,2020 N/A

NIH Blueprint for Neuroscience Research: Functional
Neural Circuits of Interoception (RO1, Clinical Trial Not
Allowed)

RFA-AT-21-003

Sep 2,2020 RO1

(2/2)
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On this slide I want to draw your attention to the 2nd FOA listed here, an RFA from the BRAIN initiative that seeks to develop to enhance the research training of promising early postdoctorates who have the potential to become productive investigators in research areas that will advance the goals of the BRAIN Initiative. Applications are encouraged in any research area that is aligned with the BRAIN Initiative, including neuroethics.. 


New Job Opportunities at NIH ¢

All Federal Hiring goes through USAjobs.gov

* Begin by creating your online profile at USAjobs.gov
* Prepare and upload your resume (CV) in the USAjobs.gov format

* Set your job alert parameters (locale, mmimum and target GS-
levels, etc.)

* Job announcements are typically on the street for a very short time
(~1 week)so be ready to quickly respond to a desirable
announcement

* Talk to a current Program Director to learn the computer triage tips
& hurdles beforestarting your application
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The NIH is constantly hiring bright and insightful scientists who want to make an impact on their chosen field of expertise.  While most scientists in the Division of Extramural Research (like the Program Directors providing this CNS booth, Scientific Review Officers, Program Analysts, and multiple other scientific positions at NIH that you probably haven’t heard about) are experts in their own field, but are asked to use that expertise in a way that is much broader than we could do working in a laboratory or clinic.  That breath of scientific view allows us to better identify gaps and promote research to address those gaps.  So while we may not become rich or famous for generating a whole new line or field of scientific research, we do indeed sometimes have the capacity to do just that.  And if you love mentoring, we do a lot of that too!  (In a sense, that’s what we’re doing here at CNS.)  So I want to encourage you to consider working with us at NIH.  (BTW – not all of NIH is in Bethesda Maryland and surrounding communities, we also have offices in Research Triangle Park NC , Baltimore, MD, Frederick, MD, Hamilton, Montana, and Phoenix, AZ.).
As this slide informs you, all Federal hiring begins online at USAjobs.gov  You can set preferences for alerts when a position of potential interest comes up (which we strongly encourage you do, as some positions are posted for only 1 week, so you have to be ready to respond very quickly. And please do not misinterpret the quick closing dates as, “They must already have someone in mind for this position;” this is almost never the case. We do have thousands to applicants with these short timelines and NIH wants to move quicklyand efficiently to fill empty positions.  �You can generate a resume/CV in government/searchable format and leave it there so recruiters can find you even if you didn’t get an alert about a position you might be eligible for.  We encourage you to take a look around USAjobs.gov and talk to your favorite Program Officer for insights about working at NIH and some tips on completing a job application in the system. 


New Job Opportunities at NIH 2

NICHD Child Development & Behavior Branch has 2 Program Director
Positions (doctorally prepared level positions) open:

* Cognitive Development, Behavioral Neuroscience, and Psychobiology Research
Program
develop a portfolio ofinterdisciplinary research on typical and atyp1ca1 early
neurodevelopment that capitalizes on technologlcal advances in neuroimaging,
neuro-genomics, and neuro-assessment to examine mterrelated developmental
changes in brain structure and function, gene regulation and expression, and
complex behavior and cognition, in both human and comparative neurobiology
studies.

 [anguage, Bilingualism, and Biliteracy Research Program
deep knowledge ofresearch in developmental psychology, linguistics, and
cognitive neuroscience—especially in pediatric populations—to develop and
maintain a research portfolio that supports and encourages research on the
neurodevelopmental, socialand environmental factors that impair or enhance
the developmental trajectories supporting bilingualdevelopment in the home
and community settings
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Interested candidates should contact Dr. James A. Griffin, Ph.D., CDBB’s Branch Chief (james.griffin@nih.gov) with inquires.  Importantly, please include your resume and letter of interest.


https://www.nichd.nih.gov/about/org/der/branches/cdbb/programs#cognitive
https://www.nichd.nih.gov/about/org/der/branches/cdbb/programs#language

Reach out to us!

Kathy Mann Koepke, PhD Amanda Price, PhD
KMK@nih.gov Amanda.Price@nih.gov

m National Institutes of Health
Office of Extramural Research
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