
NIH News to Know

Kathy Mann  Koepke , PhD & Am anda  Price , PhD 
ISDP Virtua l Mee ting

October 2020



2

https://grants.nih.gov/policy/natural -disasters.htm

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In emergency situations, the NIH’s immediate concern is for the health and safety of people (both research participants and the research staff) and animals in the programs we oversee. We are also deeply concerned about the health of the biomedical enterprise in the affected area, and we are committed to working with researchers and institutions to do all that we can to ensure that NIH-funded research continues.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
NIH Guidance is extensive.  If you have a web-connected device, you can usually find the answers you need without even making a phone call to your Program Director or Grants Manager Officer.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
We even have a short list of Emergency Contact email and phone contact information. 



Stay Up 
to  Date • This is a  rap id ly evolving situa tion

• NIH has standard  app lica tion  & gran t policies & 
practices in  response  to  na tu ra l d isaste rs

5

Visit our page  and  check back often  for upda tes!
h ttps://gran ts.n ih .gov/policy/na tura l-d isaste rs/corona-virus.h tm

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For more details on NIH’s response to the impacts of COVID-19 see our “NIH COVID-19-Info-for-Applicants-Recipients” presentation in this CNS booth.

https://grants.nih.gov/policy/natural-disasters.htm
https://grants.nih.gov/policy/natural-disasters/corona-virus.htm
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
NICHD also continues to advocate for the inclusion of its key populations in major trans-NIH programs, including the Rapid Acceleration of Diagnostics (RADx) initiative, the Accelerating COVID-19 Therapeutic Interventions and Vaccines (ACTIV) Initiative, and other projects.
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• NIH BRAIN Initiative ( https://braininitiative.nih.gov/ ) 
• NIH Neuroscience Blueprint Infant & Toddler Toolbox

• 5 yr. Contract awarded Sept 2019 to Northwestern University (PI: R. Gershon)
• 1-42 months old, normed assessment of cognition, language, socioemotional, 

and self -regulation development  via a new iPad app
• Measurements  of assessed areas correspond to 3 -85 yrs. NIH Toolbox 

assessments

• NIH Neuroscience Blueprint Toolbox
• Contract awarded to move existing NIH Toolbox  to “cellphone mobile ” platform

NIH Newsworthy Ongoing Projects (Selected)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NIH has many exciting projects that are continuing to move forward despite the corona virus pandemic.  Here are just a few of the projects NICHD is actively engaged in.  Some of these projects, such as the NIH BRAIN Initiative, include new funding opportunities (FOAs or NOSIs), so we  strongly encourage you to be checking regularly the NIH Guide to Grants and Contracts. Please note that ongoing contracts, like the NIH Neuroscience Blueprint Infant & Toddler Toolbox (aka the NIH Baby Toolbox) and the NIH Neuroscience Toolbox are ongoing (previously awarded) contracts, so extramural investigators have no current FOAs related to these, but nevertheless will be interested to see what new tools are in the works for investigator use.  

https://braininitiative.nih.gov/
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• NIH Updated Application Forms F ( NOT-OD-20-026)
• NIH requires the use of application packages with a Competition ID of ‘FORMS-F’

for due dates on or after May 25, 2020 . Applica tions prepared  using “FORMS-E”
applica tion  packages for due  da te s on  or a fte r May 25, 2020 will not be  reviewed.

• Grants Adm inistra tion  Take  10: NIH FORMS-F Applica tion  Form s Update  VIDEO
(https://www.youtube .com /watch?v=qxwua8Uy84A)

• NICHD 2020 Stra tegic Plan  
• https://www.nichd .n ih .gov/site s/de fau lt/file s/2019-09/NICHD_Strategic_Plan.pdf

• NICHD new Mission  Sta tem ent
• https://www.nih .gov/about-n ih /what-we-do/n ih-a lm anac/eunice -kennedy-shriver-

na tiona l-institu te -ch ild-health-hum an-deve lopm ent-n ichd

NIH News  (Se lected)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Please note that NIH requires the use of application packages with a Competition ID of ‘FORMS-F’ for due dates on or after May 25, 2020. Applications prepared using “FORMS-E” application packages for due dates on or after May 25, 2020 will not be reviewed.NICHD is pleased to announce our new Strategic Plan and Mission Statement; please look to these to help you identify our latest “high priority” areas for research funding.  It is important to note that the limited scope of priorities in the NICHD Strategic Plan do not reflect the full breadth of actual research areas that are priorities that NICHD funds.  Please speak with your Program Officer if you have questions about research fit to NICHD.  Likewise, if you have questions about “fit” to any one of NIH’s Institutes, we encourage you to speak to the Program Officer responsible for the broader area where your proposal might fit.

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-20-026.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qxwua8Uy84A
https://www.nichd.nih.gov/sites/default/files/2019-09/NICHD_Strategic_Plan.pdf
https://www.nih.gov/about-nih/what-we-do/nih-almanac/eunice-kennedy-shriver-national-institute-child-health-human-development-nichd


NICHD Strategic Plan: Overview

• Guides NICHD’s research activities for the next 
5 years

• Supports NICHD ’s new mission and vision 
statements 

• Addresses 5 broad research themes and cross -
cutting topics, such as global health

• Lays out NICHD research goals and objectives 
as well as aspirational goals to drive future 
activities

• Reaffirms NICHD ’s commitment to research 
aimed at improving the health and well -being 
of women, children, and people with disabilities

• Available at:  
https://www.nichd.nih.gov/about/org/strategicp
lan. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NICHD is pleased to announce our new Strategic Plan and Mission Statement; please look to these to help you identify our latest “high priority” areas for research funding.The plan proposes key scientific and public health priorities to advance research, methods to enhance scientific stewardship, and goals to support innovation in management practices and accountability. The plan also identifies areas in which NICHD can lead, partner and collaborate, and invest in training and infrastructure.NICHD will provide updates on its progress on these research priorities and on efforts to improve scientific stewardship, management, and accountability of resources. 

https://www.nichd.nih.gov/about/org/strategicplan


NICHD Strategic Plan: 
Revised Mission and Vision Statements 

• Mission : NICHD leads research 
and training to understand 
human development, improve 
reproductive health, enhance 
the lives of children and 
adolescents, and optimize 
abilities for all.

• Vision: Healthy pregnancies. 
Healthy children. Healthy and 
optimal lives.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NICHD also revised its mission and vision statements during the strategic planning process to help distill the goals and aspirations of its work. It is important to note that the limited scope of priorities in the NICHD Strategic Plan do not reflect the full breadth of actual research areas that are priorities that NICHD funds.  Please speak with your Program Officer if you have questions about research fit to NICHD.  Likewise, if you have questions about “fit” to any one of NIH’s Institutes, we encourage you to speak to the Program Officer responsible for the broader area where your proposal might fit.
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Selected New Funding Opportunities (p1/2)

Title FOA/Notice 
Number Release Date Activity 

Code 

Notice of Special Interest: Small Grants for 
Secondary Analyses of Existing Data Sets and Stored 
Biospecimens

NOT-HD-20-022 Oct 1, 2020 R03 

Notice of Special Interest (NOSI) Research on 
Rehabilitation Needs Associated with the COVID -19 
Pandemic

NOT-HD-20-031 Se p  29, 2020 R01, R03, 
R21 

Notice of Special Interest: Innovative Technologies 
to Improve Assessments, Interventions, and 
Outcomes for Individuals with Intellectual and 
Developmental Disabilities (R43/R44)

NOT-HD-20-025 Se p  11, 2020 R43/R44 

Notice of Special Interest: Optimizing Precision 
Treatment of Gynecologic, Reproductive and 
Obstetrical Outcomes in Adolescents and Adults 
with PCOS and Associated Comorbid Conditions 
(Clinical Trial Optional)

NOT-HD-20-026 Se p  1, 2020 R01, R03 

Notice of Special Interest (NOSI): Obesity Policy 
Evaluation Research (R01 Clinical Trial Not Allowed) NOT-DK-20-035 Ju l 13, 2020 R01 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The next 2 slides are selected new FOAs and Notices of interest to NICHD supported developmental psychobiology investigators.  I won’t discuss all these funding opportunities, but I want to bring a few of them to your attention.  The 1st Notice (NOT-HD-20-022) highlights NICHD’s interest in maximizing the science value of already collected and stored data sets and biospecimens. Research studies often produce data and/or specimens with utility beyond the hypotheses and questions the original research projects were designed to address.The 3rd notice listed here (NOT-HD-20-025) carries an activity code (R43/R44 or SBIR) that most of you are unfamiliar with because you probably work at an academic institution.  It seeks small business applicants, who often collaborate with academic partners to develop and “prove” a product and bring it to commercial market. This Notice solicits small businesses that specifically aim at developing or building upon existing technological tools to improve assessments, interventions, and outcomes for children and individuals with intellectual, developmental and physical disabilities. Although there have been enormous advances in technologies that were not created for health-related purposes, but that have potential applicability to health assessments and interventions, including mobile device applications (“apps”) and social media platforms, most were originally developed for use in adults with typical cognitive and motor function. As a result, there is a paucity of valid and reliable technological tools for individuals with intellectual, developmental (IDD) and physical disabilities.
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Selected New Funding Opportunities (p2/2)

Title
FOA/Notice 

Number 
Release 

Date  
Activity 

Code 

BRAIN Initiative Fellows: Ruth L. Kirschstein National 
Research Service Award (NRSA) Individual Postdoctoral 
Fellowship (F32)

RFA-MH-20-620 Sep  25, 2020 F32

BRAIN Initiative: Pilot resources for brain cell type -
specific access and manipulation across vertebrate 
species (U01 Clinical Trial Not Allowed)

RFA-MH-20-556 Sep  17, 2020 U01

Notice of Special Interest: Innovative Technologies to 
Improve Assessments, Interventions, and Outcomes for 
Individuals with Intellectual and Developmental 
Disabilities (R43/R44)

NOT-HD-20-025 Sep  11, 2020 R43/R44

Notice of Change to the Eligibility of Principal 
Investigators in PAR -20-042 : NCMRR Early Career 
Research Award (R03 Clinical Trial Optional

NOT-HD-20-030 Sep  2, 2020 N/A

NIH Blueprint for Neuroscience Research: Functional 
Neural Circuits of Interoception (R01, Clinical Trial Not 
Allowed)

RFA-AT-21-003 Sep  2, 2020 R01

Presenter
Presentation Notes
On this slide I want to draw your attention to the 2nd FOA listed here, an RFA from the BRAIN initiative that seeks to develop to enhance the research training of promising early postdoctorates who have the potential to become productive investigators in research areas that will advance the goals of the BRAIN Initiative. Applications are encouraged in any research area that is aligned with the BRAIN Initiative, including neuroethics.. 



13

All Federal Hiring goes through USAjobs.gov
• Begin  by crea ting your on line  p rofile  a t USAjobs.gov
• Prepare  and  up load  your resum e (CV)  in  the  USAjobs.gov form at
• Set your job  a le rt param ete rs (loca le , m in im um  and  ta rge t GS-

leve ls, e tc.)
• Job  announcem ents a re  typ ica lly on  the  stree t for a  ve ry short tim e  

(~1 week) so  be  ready to  qu ickly respond  to  a  desirab le  
announcem ent

• Talk to  a  curren t Program  Director to  learn  the  com pute r triage  tips 
& hurd les before sta rting your app lica tion

New Job  Opportun itie s a t NIH   (p1)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The NIH is constantly hiring bright and insightful scientists who want to make an impact on their chosen field of expertise.  While most scientists in the Division of Extramural Research (like the Program Directors providing this CNS booth, Scientific Review Officers, Program Analysts, and multiple other scientific positions at NIH that you probably haven’t heard about) are experts in their own field, but are asked to use that expertise in a way that is much broader than we could do working in a laboratory or clinic.  That breath of scientific view allows us to better identify gaps and promote research to address those gaps.  So while we may not become rich or famous for generating a whole new line or field of scientific research, we do indeed sometimes have the capacity to do just that.  And if you love mentoring, we do a lot of that too!  (In a sense, that’s what we’re doing here at CNS.)  So I want to encourage you to consider working with us at NIH.  (BTW – not all of NIH is in Bethesda Maryland and surrounding communities, we also have offices in Research Triangle Park NC , Baltimore, MD, Frederick, MD, Hamilton, Montana, and Phoenix, AZ.).As this slide informs you, all Federal hiring begins online at USAjobs.gov  You can set preferences for alerts when a position of potential interest comes up (which we strongly encourage you do, as some positions are posted for only 1 week, so you have to be ready to respond very quickly. And please do not misinterpret the quick closing dates as, “They must already have someone in mind for this position;” this is almost never the case. We do have thousands to applicants with these short timelines and NIH wants to move quicklyand efficiently to fill empty positions.  �You can generate a resume/CV in government/searchable format and leave it there so recruiters can find you even if you didn’t get an alert about a position you might be eligible for.  We encourage you to take a look around USAjobs.gov and talk to your favorite Program Officer for insights about working at NIH and some tips on completing a job application in the system. 
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NICHD Child Development & Behavior Branch  has 2 Program Director 
Positions (doctora lly prepared  leve l positions) open :

• Cognitive  Deve lopm ent, Behaviora l Neuroscience , and  Psychobiology Research  
Program
deve lop  a  portfo lio  of in te rd iscip linary re search  on  typ ica l and  a typ ica l ea rly 
neurodeve lopm ent tha t cap ita lizes on  technologica l advances in  neuroim aging, 
neuro-genom ics, and  neuro-assessm ent to  exam ine  in te rre la ted  deve lopm enta l 
changes in  bra in  structure  and  function , gene  regula tion  and  expression , and  
com plex behavior and  cognition , in  both  hum an and  com para tive  neurobiology 
stud ies. 

• Language , Bilingua lism , and  Bilite racy Research  Program
deep  knowledge  of re search  in  deve lopm enta l psychology, linguistics, and  
cognitive  neuroscience—especia lly in  pedia tric popula tions—to  deve lop  and  
m ain ta in  a  re search  portfo lio  tha t supports and  encourages re search  on  the  
neurodeve lopm enta l, socia l and  environm enta l factors tha t im pair or enhance  
the  deve lopm enta l tra jectories supporting b ilingua l deve lopm ent in  the  hom e  
and  com m unity se ttings 

New Job  Opportun itie s a t NIH   (p2)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Interested candidates should contact Dr. James A. Griffin, Ph.D., CDBB’s Branch Chief (james.griffin@nih.gov) with inquires.  Importantly, please include your resume and letter of interest.

https://www.nichd.nih.gov/about/org/der/branches/cdbb/programs#cognitive
https://www.nichd.nih.gov/about/org/der/branches/cdbb/programs#language


Kathy Mann Koepke, PhD  
KMK@nih.gov

Reach out to us!
Amanda Price, PhD 
Amanda.Price@nih.gov
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